
 

 

Although you can’t tell from this distance, the distinguished person sitting 

 on the left side of the panel on the dais is our very own club chairman who 

 is now running for the Oakmont Board of Directors in this election! 
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Let’s not forget about the exciting event on Thursday, March 

27th at the Berger, when we will host our first Health and 

Wellness event. That health expo will feature several of the 

regions exceptional bodywork and healing arts and sciences 

practitioners. We will have the benefit of a whole range of 

options of treatments to help aid in our well-being. There 

will be a variety of massage and body therapy choices, as 

well as acupuncture and options for accessing chiropractic, 

and even some leading-edge electromagnetic pulse therapies 

for treating PTSD, and heart regulation treatments. 

There are a couple of things to remember. First, if you have paid your club 

dues the event is free to attend, including any and all of the treatments you 

elect to have on site at the event! So, please send in your dues if you can. 

All others attending (including non-club members) will be asked for a $5 

donation to the club at the door.  

Second, we will need you to notify us in advance if you are attending, and 

what treatments you would like to have. The RSVP is for our practitioners 

to be able to schedule all those wanting treatment in a reasonable and 

organized way for everyone’s benefit. If you want to attend please contact 

us at:  

pngowins@yahoo.com or, 

jdegroot@sonic.net  

and let us know what services you would like so we can get you 

scheduled. We will let you know what the time(s) are for you. 

The event will run from 2:30 to 5:30 so don’t be late! Hope to see you all. 
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But our current announcements has more to add! 

On February 6th we held a meeting with the Leadership Team, and 

there were a few new salient things that we are reporting here; 

In the wake of the January 10th meeting that installed John DeGroot in the 

combined office of Chairman and Secretary, and Paul Gowins in the 

combined office of Communications Director and Treasurer, we had a 

February meeting when we first voted to install the newly created office of 

Membership and dues Director who is now Randy Morton. 

 

The council also voted to file a set of 

Articles of Incorporation to become a 

501(c)19 non-profit mutual benefit 

veterans corporation, followed by filing 

a set of Bylaws with the IRS to be 

Federally recognized also. 



Here is another item you should know about. 

 

Pat Hendricks sent us some information about some new VA law that 

all veterans need to be aware of. On January 2nd, 2025, just before 

the new administration took office, a newly passed bill was signed 

into law called the “ ELIZEBETH DOLE 21st Century Veterans 

Healthcare and Benefits Improvement ACT” that has a significant 

impact on the services now being offered in the VA healthcare 

arsenal. Pat sent me the articles that ran in the VVA magazine for 

January and February that has a lot more detail. The latest issue is 

not yet online, but it will be posted soon on: The VVA Veteran, a 

publication of Vietnam Veterans of America. 

I also went on line to find a great website called MILITARY OFFICERS 

ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA (MOAA) that has a bunch more info on 

the expanded and new services for veterans contained in the bill. 

Here is that link: MOAA - Dole Act Becomes Law: What It Means to 

Veterans and Caregivers 

 

 

Remember to mark your calendars for our club’s 

general meeting set for this next Thursday, February 

27th at the Berger center from 3PM to 4:30! This will be 

a very important meeting to discuss the current evolution of our club 

in a town hall setting for all the members who have been watching 

from the benches for a while. Come see, hear, and add your voice to 

the topics that will be central to our team going forward. Come meet 

our leadership and talk about the road ahead together as we expand 

our vision and the path that will take us there. See you all on the 27th 

https://vvaveteran.org/
https://vvaveteran.org/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2025-news-articles/advocacy/dole-act-becomes-law-what-it-means-to-veterans-and-caregivers/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2025-news-articles/advocacy/dole-act-becomes-law-what-it-means-to-veterans-and-caregivers/


Spotlight on upcoming 2025 Events 

What a year we have had, as 2024 flew by us in a deeply stimulating 

succession of events, activities and presentations! Then, we danced 

our patooties off on January 4th to the swingin’ strains of DEATH AND 

TAXES, and we voted in some big changes for our club in February, 

and now we will get some much needed body work massage, and 

therapy in March, so where do we go from here? Well, vets, get ready 

for our promised encore concert/dance benefit show with our friends, 

On APRIL 18th, 2025 

Oakmont Vets Club proudly announces our 

Encore Dance event at the Berger Center from 5:30 

to 9 PM to raise more funds to help send our 

Vets on the Honor Flights on April 28th 

Our concert and dance event at the Berger will again feature 

the popular Swing Dance band, “DEATH AND TAXES” 

 



The doors at the Berger will open at 5:30PM with a swing dance class 

held at around 6:30PM that will be led this time by the wonderful 

dance couple that comes with the band. 

Then the concert and dance begins at 7PM sharp 

Tickets are $30 in advance when you drop a check by the OVA office, 

And you can buy tickets at the door for $35  

BYOB and snacks 

 

Sonoma County homeless vets need you!

 



Discussions re:  the CLUB Website  

We are pleased to announce, if you have not already heard, that we have now launched 

our domain found at:  oakmontvetsclub.org 

We are proud to report that we are making steady progress. If you haven’t looked in on the site 

for a while we encourage you to look it the improvements and features that are there now. 

There is still something we need your help with. We envision constructing more 

of our “Members Pages” (now at 25) as one of the featured components of the 

site. What we ask of all of our members is to send us a couple pictures of 

yourselves and a brief text of your story of service about when you served, etc. 

BIRTHDAY BOX 

It is our way of letting the membership know what fellow members are 

celebrating their birthday(s). Mazel tov to all! 

There are three birthdays listed for the month of February in our Club registry.  

There was one B’day celebrated on the 3rd, by Dave Paul  

and one on the 21st for Sue Rowlands 

Then last will be on the 26th for Michael Hererra 

All our very best to you all! 

 

Contact us  
 

John DeGroot 

707)974-8898 

jdegroot@sonic.net  

 

Paul Gowins 

408) 401-1320 

pngowins@yahoo.com  
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